
 

Grade 4 LESSON 9      “Mr. Winston”  by Ken Roberts,  pp. 260-271 

STANDARD 
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions). 
RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which sentence best describes 
how [character] feels about X? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which sentence on p. 269 best describes 
how Cara feels about the incident with Mr. 
Winston? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

p. 269 “I did tell you that I didn’t need any help, 
and I did have a snake book open in front of me, 
so I don’t know why you insisted on looking 
inside the box if you are so afraid of  
snakes and everything.”  
 
Despite repeating how sorry she is, Cara does 
not seem to be truly sorry. Instead, she gives 
Mr. Winston reasons why he shouldn’t have 
gotten involved:  

 she told him she didn’t need help 

 she had a snake book open in front of 
her which should have been a clue to 
what she was doing 

 since he is afraid of snakes, why would 
he look inside a box owned by a girl 
looking at a snake book? 

 
This sentence describes why Cara feels 
resentment toward Mr. Winston, the librarian.  
Cara thinks the whole incident was Mr. 
Winston’s fault and not hers. 
 



In paragraph #, the details about 
X are important because they… 

In paragraph 1 on p. 265, why are the details 
about why Cara brought the snake into the 
library important? 

- The details in paragraph 1 explain why Cara 
brought the snake into the library.  This is 
important because Cara did not actually want to 
bring the snake in; she originally left it outside 
under a bush.  However, when Mr. Winston 
would not let her leave with the reference 
book, she had to bring the snake inside in order 
to compare it to the pictures in the book. In her 
opinion, it was Mr. Winston’s fault that she had 
to bring the snake inside the library because he 
wouldn’t let her bring the book outside.  
 

STANDARD 
RI.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, 
rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking 
about a text. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

What is the main reason the 
author begins with these 
sentences? 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the main reason the author begins 
with these sentences (p. 262, paragraph 1)? 
 
“My parents said I have to write and 
apologize. My dad says he is going to read 
this letter before it’s sent and that I’d better 
make sure my apology sounds truly genuine. 
So, I am truly, genuinely sorry for bringing 
that snake into the library yesterday.” 

- p. 262 The main reason the author begins with 
these sentences is to grab the reader’s 
attention. Finding out that the narrator brought 
a snake into the library raises many questions in 
the reader’s mind.  And, realizing that she had 
to write a letter of apology to another character 
makes the reader aware that something went 
wrong.  
 
 

 

 


